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Course Description  

The course provides a comprehensive understanding of the theoretical and empirical concepts 
relating  to education, issues on how education is related to development, the educational 
challenges that India  and other developing societies face, and how publi
these challenges.  

Learning Objectives  

1. To introduce students to the two
development 2. To introduce conceptual, methodological, and empirical aspects, 
including certain  measurement aspects in
3. To introduce students to national and global developments in education 
4. To introduce students to contemporary educational policy issues in India in a 

global  environment.  
5. To equip students to critically review policy initiatives in education. 

Course Outcomes  

On successful completion of the course, students will 

1. Have a good understanding of the relationship between education and development 

2. Have a good understanding of various issues relating to education in India in a global 
context,  

3. Be able to critically reflect on various aspects of educational development 
4. Be able to analyze educational issues and highlight their implications for other 
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The course provides a comprehensive understanding of the theoretical and empirical concepts 
relating  to education, issues on how education is related to development, the educational 
challenges that India  and other developing societies face, and how public policy responds to 

1. To introduce students to the two-way relationship between education and 
development 2. To introduce conceptual, methodological, and empirical aspects, 
including certain  measurement aspects in education  
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4. To introduce students to contemporary educational policy issues in India in a 

5. To equip students to critically review policy initiatives in education.  
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sectors of the  society, and  
5. Possess sufficient skills to critically review policy issues in education.  

Course Schedule 
 

Unit I  Sessions: 4  Introduction: Education and Development 

● What is education? Education and development relationships; and controversies 
● Features of Education: Education as a public good, merit good, human right, 
and human  development  
● Education and development linkages  
● Types of education: formal, non-formal, informal, home schooling, public 

education,  private education (Terminology in education: e.g.: ‘tertiary’ 
education vs ‘higher’  education; K12; International Standards 
Classification (ISCED) 

Concepts and Indicators of education and their measurement  
● Stock and flow indicators: literacy, enrolment ratios, dropout, transmission rates, 
education  attainment, mean years of schooling, internal efficiency, and external 
efficiency ● Education in measurement of human capital and education in human 
development index ● Education Statistics 

Unit II  Sessions: 2  Human capital theory and human development 

● Concepts of investment, human capital  
● Rate of return to education  
● Education and earnings  
● Costs of education  
● Rate of return to education  
● Developments in the theory of human capital  
● Limitations of human capital theory; alternative theories and hypotheses  
● Growth accounting equations  
● Manpower planning  
● Social Demand for education 

Unit III  Sessions: 3  Financing of Education 

● Public financing: general and earmarked taxes - Universal Subsidies & Specific 
Subsidies  (scholarships, fee & Reimbursement)  

● Private financing: fees and loans  
● Household financing  
● International aid 
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Unit IV  Sessions: 11  Education Policy and development in India 

(i) Education Policy in India (until 2020) (3 sessions)  
● Constitutional Provisions for education : Universal elementary education, 
Right to  Education, Centre State Relations in education, including central 
schemes in education ● National Education Policy 1968, 1986  
● Recommendations of Education Commissions and committees  
● Education in Five Year Plans 

 
 

● Elementary education, (DPEP, SSA) secondary (RMSA), vocational and 
technical  education, higher education (RUSA)  

● Changing Policy issues  

(ii) Education Development in India (4 sessions)  
● Growth, inequalities and quality  
● Private education: types of private institutions – elite and low budget 

schools,  public-private partnership  
● Education & Technology  
● Education Regulation Bodies  

(iii) Looking into the Future: National Education Policy 2020 (2 sessions)  
● School Education  
● Higher Education and Research 

Unit V  Sessions: 2  Globalisation 

● Internationalisation of education  
● GATS and education  
● Rankings – global and national  
● World class universities 

Unit VI  Sessions: 2  Public Policy-making in education in India 

● Lectures by/interactions with one or two policy practitioners in education in India (TBA) 

 


